
Table 1: Factor Loadings for the CSES Measure and Other Items Measuring Political Efficacy

External Internal
American National Election Study (1996)
CSES Measure -.61 .05
How much do you feel that having elections makes the government pay attention to what the people think               .79 -.15
Over the years, how much attention do you feel the government pays to what people think when it decides what to do? .75 -.23
Public officials don't care much what people like me think -.31 .68
Sometimes politics and government seem so complicated that a person like me can't really understand what's going on .08 .76
People like me don't have any say about what the government does -.31 .77

Dutch Election Study (1998)
CSES Measure .55 -.09
MPs do (not) care about opinions of people like me .77 -.08
Parties only interested in my vote, not in my opinion .72 -.11
People like me have no influence on politics .70 -.15
So many people vote, my vote does not matter .45 -.09
MPs quickly lose contact with citizens .60 -.02
Consider myself qualified for politics -.08 .77
Well informed about political problems -.01 .76
Politics sometimes too complicated .25 -.66

New Zealand Election Study (1996)
CSES Measure .33 -.12
Most Members of Parliament are out of touch with the rest of the country .80 .15
People like me don't have any say about what the government does .77 .06
I don't think politicians and public servants care much about what people like me think .83 .03
Sometimes politics seems so complicated people like me can't understand what goes on .50 -.61
I feel that I could do as good a job in public office as most people .17 .86

Australian Election Study (1998)
CSES Measure .76 -.16
Some people say that Federal politicians know what ordinary people think. Others say that Federal politicians don't know… -.73 -.15
I feel that I have a pretty good understanding of the important political issues facing Australia -.20 .82
I feel that I could do as good a job in public office as most people .19 .81
Note: Principal components analysis with varimax rotation
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